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Urban  District  Council  of  Norton-Radstock 
_ _ _ _ — 0O0 - - - 

A.r\miaT  Re»x\oyfc  the  Medical  Officer  Ox  nealth  for 
the  Year  ended  31st  December,  194b. 
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To  the  Chairman  &  Members  of  the  Norton-Radstock 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the 
sanitary  conditions  and  health  of  your  District  lor  tne  year 
ended  31st  December,  1946. 
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SECTION  A.  ■ 

(1)  Area  (in  acres) 

[2)  Population 

m  Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 
s4)  Rateable  Value 

*3)  Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 
*6)  Chief  industries:-  ...  ... 

Coal  Mining 
Paper  Bag  Making 
Printing 
Glove  Making 
Wagon  Repair  Works 
Agriculture 

Timber  Constructional  Works 


..3,360 

ii.  .010 

•  •  •  3 

...  £42,018. 

. .  .£163.7. 114 
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..  Unemployment 

There  were  on  the  average  about 
during  the  past  year  (  Males  23  Females 


Vital  Statistics 
Births 


arsons  unemployed 
!)■ 


Total 

U. 

F. 

151 

69 

82 

2 

1 

•  1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths 


Live  Births  - 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Still  Births  - 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated,, 
population  ...  ....  ...  12 .7 

132  11.  60  F-72 

Death  rate  per  l',000  of  the  estimated 
population  ...  •••  •••  H.O 

Death  rate  from  puerperal  Causes  0. 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  r 
All  infants  per  1,000  l^ve  births... 39+2 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live 

births  . . . .  •  . .  .39  • 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

live  births  .  ...  0. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  - 
Under  1  week  ,  ...  • * »  ...  2 

1-4  weeks  . .  •  •  •  * 

1  to  6  months  . .  ...  2 

. . .  ...  ...1 


6  to  12  months 
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Causes  of  deaths  in  infante  under  1  year  of  age  - 


Broncho  pneumonia 

Prematurity 

In tu s bus  c  ep t i on 

Birth  injury 


1 

1 


Deaths  from  Can  cor  (all  ages)  -  ... 

Deaths  from  Heaeles  ...  ... 

Deaths  from  Tfno oping  Cough  ... 

Deaths  from  Diarrrhoea  (under  2  years) 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria  ...  ... 

The  chief  causes  of  death  (all  ages)  were 

Heart  Disease 
Cancer 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  &  Thrombosis 


Causes  of  death  were  - 

Heart  Disease 
Other  Circulatory  Diseases 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage  &  Thrombosis 
Canoer 
Pneumonia 
'Broncho  Pneumonia 
Silicosis 
Bronchi ti s 
Asthma 

Fibrosis  of  Lungs 

Pulmonary  ’Tuberculosis 

Non-Puimononary 

Influenza 

Digestive  Diseases 

Nephritis 

Pro static  Disease 

Diabetes 

Syphilis 

Nervous  Diseases 
Addisons  Disease  ' 

Congenital  Causes 
Carbunclo 
Accident 
Senility 


4 
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1 
0 
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32 

19 

15 


F. 

13 

1 

n 

12 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 
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SECTION  3. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  .of  the  Authority: - 

(a)  Temporary  Hedicel  Officer  of  Health  (Part-Time) 
fb)  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer. 

(c)  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer. 


2. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities  (No  change) 
fb)  Ambulance  Facilities  (No  change) 
•  (c)  Nursing  in  the  Home  •  , 


The  District  Nurses  continue  to  provide  an 
excellent  service.  It  is  thought  that  they  could  do 
.•  «vith  further  assistance. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Cl ini  os 

U)  Tuberculosis  Patients  receive  attention  at 
Leigh  House,  Radstock  under  the  County 
Council.  Service  satisfactory. 
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(ii)  Venereal  Disease  The  nearest  clinics  are  at  Bath 
and  Bristol. 

(iii)  Infant  &  Child  Welfare  Services  Excellent  work  is 
done  at’  the  monthly  clinic.  There  is  room  for 
improvement  at  present  heyond  the  workers  control, 
e.g.  more  suitable  buildings  are  required. 

(iv)  Mat erni ty  Servi oes  Difficulty  is  found  by  mothers 
in  finding  suitable  accommodation  for  confinements. 
Owing  to  the  housing  shortage  it  is  often  hot 
practicable  to  be  nursed  at  home.  Local 
facilities  are  at  present  quite  inadequate.  It  iB 
considered  that  the  limited  local  hospital 
accommodation  should  be  reserved  for  abnormal 
cases,  and  that  a  ly:  •  in  home  for  normal  oases 
should  be  provided. 

(e)  Hospitals  (Public  and  Voluntary)  (No  changes) 

The  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  at  Paul ton  serves 
the  whole  area  for  infectious  disease,  and  carries 
out  disinfection  of  bedding  etc. 

SECTION  0. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  - 

(1)  Water  - 

(a)  The  District  is  supplied  from  throe  sources  - 
fl )  The  Bottlehead  Springs  at  Downhead 

(2)  Downside  and  Gurhey  Slade  Springs 

(3)  Chilcompton  Springs 

Tests  of  the  water  supply  during  the  year  have  been 
very  satisfactory. 

The  water  has  no  plunbo- solvent  action  on  lead. 

No  form  of  contamination  is  know# . 

With  few  exceptions  all  dwelling-houses  are  supplied 
from  the  public  mdins  and  mostly  by  direct  supply  • 
into  the  house  in  other  oases  to  a  stand  pipe  near 
the  dwelling. 

Analyses  of  water  not  connected  with  the  Council’s 
Supply  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Extension  of  3 11  Main  at  Grovewood  Housing  Estate, 
Huydon  -  length  approximately  250  yards. 

(c)  Shortages  -  Only  minor  curtailment  of  supplies  over 
a  short  period  between  9  p.m.  and  5  a>.m. 

(d)  Post  War  Proposals,  given  in  priority  groups, 
parishes  or  villages  concerned  and  estimated  costs 
(1945  prices)  with  observations. 

Tender  has  been  accepted  for  provision  of  a  high 
level  storage  tank  for  the  Writhlington  Area  of  the 
Urban  District,  and  a  new  service  main  to  Seward 
Terrace,  Writhlington.  Contract  £760.  Direct 
labour  works  £400.  Works  to  be  carried  out  May  - 
June,  1947 • 

Swimming  3aths 

The  provision  of  0,  swimming  bath  when  possible  is 
still  advocated. 

River  Pollution 

there  were"  no  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year. 
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(2)  Drainage&and  Sewaxage  - 

(a)  New  TTorks  -  The  sludge  beds  at  TTelton  Sewage 
DisoosaJ.  TTorks  were  reconstructed  at  a  cost  of 
£300. 

(b)  Post  war  proposals,  given  in  priority  group, 
villages  concerned,  estimated  cost  (1945  prices) 
and  observations. 

Scheme  proposed  for  linking  up  the  Thicket  Head 
Area  at  present  using  septic  tanks,  to  the  sewerage 
system,  at  on  estimated  cost  of  £5,000. 
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A.  Milk  Supply 

•a)  Total,  number  of  registered  dairy  farms  . ..  39 

|b)  Number  of  retailers  . .  lo 

|c)  Number  of  producer-retailers  included  in  (b)  16 
i d )  Number  of  licensed  pasteurizing  plants  ...  Nil 
(e)  Number  of  heat  treatment  plants  not 

in  elude  ci  in  (a)  ...  •••  » •  •  .  • .  ...  2 

There  is  one  Tuberculin  Tested  and  §.  Accredited  Producers. 


Number  of  licenoes  given  to  graded  milk  producers 
•  "by  the  County  Council  -  Accredited  5  Tuberculin  Tested  1. 

Number  of  licenoes  for  Pasteurization  by  Local 
Authority  ...  -  Nil 

It  is  hoped  that  ultimately  all  cattle  will  be 
Tuberculin  Tested. 

It  is  considered  that  the  safest  system  would  be  to  have 
all  milk  pasteurized  at  a  central  plant  under  public 
control. 

The  County  Council  Laboratory  undertakes  the  examination 
of  samples  of  milk. 

During  the  year  23  samples  of  accredited  and  for 
tuberculosis  examination  were  submitted. 

B.  Heat  and  Other  Food 

Slaughter  houses  -  Licensed  ...  .  8 

Registered  ...  ...  ...  0 

Knackers  yards.  There  are  none  registered  in  the 
District . 

0.  Adulteration 

ll o',  action  has  been  token  under  the  Sales  of  Drugs  Act. 

D .  Chemical  and  Eaoteri orlogloml  Examination  of  Food 
The  County  Council  Laboratories  at  Taunton  carry  out 
any  examination  necessary* 

It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  ice-cream  is  to  be 
closely  watched. 

E.  Nutrition 

The  general  standard  of  nutrition  of  children  is 
satisfactory. 

The  distribution  of  milk  in  the  schools,  and  the 
provision  of  school  meals  is  valuable. 
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Notifiable  Diseases 

(excluding 

Tuberculosis) 

during 

the  Year 

Total 

Cases  admitted  Total 

Diaease  Gases 

notified 

to  Isolation 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

feo spital 

11 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

(including 

paratyphoid) 

Measles 

3 

0 

0 

¥ho oping  Cough 

14 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

l 

1 

0 

Cerebral  Spinal 

l 

1 

0 

Meningitis 

Pneumonia 

6 

0 

1 

Acute  Poliomylitis 

1 

1 

0 

Erysipilas 

5 

1 

0 

Vaccination 

'No  vaccinations  have  neen  performed,  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox 
Prevention)  Regulations  1907. 

Any  further  relaxation  in  the  vaccination  Regulations 
is  a  matter  for  anxiety. 

Scabies 

This  appears  declining  in  #requenoy  in  this  District. 
Oases  are  treated  by  family  doctors. 


Tuberculosis 

Total  CaseB 

Notified 

Total  DeathB 

Respiratory 

10 

3 

Non-Respiratory 

1 

0 

My  thanks  are  due  to  my  colleagues  for  their  essential. 


assistance  in  preparing  this  report. 


I  nave  the  honour  to  be, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  A*K,3ulleid  (Dr) 
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